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REMINDER:
Parents/Guardians MUST bring a photo
ID when checking their students out of
school early. It is for everyone's safety
that we ask this to be done EACH time.

Check out our House
Challenge Leaderboard to see

the standings!
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Dr. Amy Gallagher
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Principal's MessagePrincipal's Message
     We would like to congratulate Mr. David Wells on being named the 2023 BIS Teacher
of the Year! Mr. Wells is a special educator who supports students in various 5th grade
mathematics classrooms. Mr. Wells is committed to student success and understands
that it all begins with building trusting relationships with students. Mr. Wells also works
with students in our After School Academy, pairing their athletic and academic efforts
in the Athlete Academy. Mr. Wells is a team player and goes above and beyond for the
students and staff at BIS. I couldn’t be more proud of Mr. Wells and I wish him the best
of luck as he represents BIS in the countywide teacher of the year program.
     
     In January, students completed the midyear i-Ready diagnostic in Reading and
Mathematics. Teachers are using performance and growth data to identify individual
strengths and needs for students. These will be focus areas in both the WIN Block and
the classroom. In fact, some WIN groupings will change for Semester 2. Individual i-
Ready reports will be sent home with Q2 report cards. Please reach out with questions
about performance or growth on the i-Ready diagnostic and what this means.

     One of the best parts of our House Challenge this year is rewarding students with
ultra-points at the end of each quarter. It has a major impact on the standings of our
Houses. Ultra-points are earned by having (1) no unexcused absences, (2) no unexcused
tardies (late arrivals and/or early dismissals, (3) earning Honor Roll or Principal’s List,
and, (4) no office referrals. Please continue to send parent notes or medical notes when
your child is absent from school. Punctuality is also a great trait to instill at a young age.
If you drop students off in the morning, please remember your goal for drop off should
be 7:40 am to allow students time to visit their locker, grab breakfast, and hear the
announcements. Students not in homeroom, ready for the day at 7:50am, are tardy.

     One of our most important goals is to maintain communication with families. We do
our best to communicate through our social media platforms (Facebook and Twitter) as
well as our website www.berlinintermediate.org. It is also important for families to
monitor current grades and attendance. If you do not have PowerSchool access, please
call our main office 410-632-5320.

     I would like to close by thanking our families for their continued support. BIS has a
strong community of students, teachers, parents, and families. It takes all of us working
together to ensure that our students have the best opportunities and support.

https://www.berlinintermediate.org/


House Den Meeting

Report Cards Issued

National School Counseling Week

Valentine's Day

Random Acts of Kindness Day

Early Dismissal

President's Day - School Closed

School Bus Drivers Appreciation Day

Countywide Media Expo

FebuaryFebuary
DATE EVENT TIME

2/1

2/3

2/6

2/14

2/17

2/17

2/20

2/22

2/23

7:50am

 

 

 

 

11:15am
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GOING ON VACATION?
Please be sure to fill out a Student Trip
Approval Request Form if you are
planning to be out of town.  This form
must be completed at least 10 days
prior to your trip.  Once the form is filled
out by the parent, students must get
signatures of all their teachers. The form
is then submitted to the office for the
Principal's signature.  Under the policy of
the Board of Education, a maximum of 5
school days will be excused for family
trips during any one school year.  If you
need a Student Trip Approval Request
Form, click here. 

The State of Maryland requires that all
students have a current proof of
residency on file.  If you have moved,
please make sure the office has proof of
residency.  The following will be
accepted:  Current property tax bill,
current rental lease or deed, current
utility bill with name and service address
(electric, gas, etc.).

CHANGE OF ADDRESS?

Dawn Clark – President
Murrie Wall – Vice President

Valerie Riley - Secretary
Missy Steffy – Treasurer
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If you have questions or would like more information on
volunteering, please message us through the Facebook page or

email us at BISPTO2022@gmail.com.

2022-2023 PTO OFFICERS

is

https://cdn5-ss11.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_577575/File/Parent%20Resources/Student%20trip%20form%202018-19.pdf
https://cdn5-ss11.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_577575/File/Parent%20Resources/Student%20trip%20form%202018-19.pdf
http://p11cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_577575/File/Parent%20Resources/Student%20trip%20form%202018-19.pdf
https://cdn5-ss11.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_577575/File/Parent%20Resources/Student%20trip%20form%202018-19.pdf


House Den Meeting

Wednesday, Feb. 1

Wear your House t-shirt or

House color

to earn House points!

Huruma

Bōken

Owota La

Lojala

Innovador

Tenace

5th Grade Counselor:
Mrs. Bankert

410-632-5332
msbankert@worcesterk12.org

 
6th Grade Counselor:

Mr. Call
410-632-5331

adcall@worcesterk12.org
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as of 1/30/23

We have just about reached the end of
the first half of our school wide House
Challenge! Students are doing a great
job earning points for their house and

spending their House Coins in our
School Store. Our 2nd term reward will

be on February 15th. Students who
purchase this reward with their House
Coins will have free time to play games

and eat ice cream!
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Nurse's NotesNurse's Notes



 

PHYSICAL
EDUCATION
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     During the chilly winter months,
students have been participating in the
Dance/Stepping Unit. These indoor
activities helped the students elevate
their heart rate. Students enjoyed learning
line dances such as Cotton Eye Joe,
Electric Slide, Macarena, etc.

Also, this month, students completed their Floor Hockey Unit. Students learned the fundamental skills,
then participated in lead up games.

The following students representing BIS, placed 1st at the local level of the OC Elks Club Hoop Shoot
Contest:

6th Grade:  Ellie Wells
                        Karver Henson
5th Grade:  Lily Kirby

These students will move on to compete at the District Level. The PE Dept. wishes all of them success!

American Heart Association fundraiser envelopes and donations are due on February 2nd and 3rd. We will
celebrate our fundraising effort during your child's PE class.

February is National Heart Month

The average heart
is the size of an

adult fist.

Your heart will
beat about

115,000 times
each day.

The beating sound your
heart makes is caused

by the opening and
closing of its valves.

Each day, your heart
pumps about 2,000
gallons (about the

volume of a storage
unit) of blood.

If you were to
stretch out your

blood vessel
system, it would

extend over
60,000 miles.

The human heart
weighs less than one
pound, but a man's

heart is typically two
ounces heavier than a

woman's heart.

A woman's heart
beats slightly
faster than a
man's heart.

There is such a thing as a
broken heart. Symptoms

are like a heart attack, but
the cause is usually stress

and not heart disease.

Laughing is good
for your heart. It

reduces stress and
gives a boost to

your immune
system.



     We have had a busy month in the library since returning
from Winter Break -- lots of books have been checked out!
We are still missing many books that were checked out in
December or earlier. Please look around your house, in
the car and in the bottom of backpacks for missing library
books. Overdue notices are being sent home with Term 2
report cards.

     BIS had over 100 Media Expo entries in many different
categories. Students will be notified if they have an entry
moving forward to compete at the County Expo, and then
they will be notified again if they win something at the
county level so that they may choose to attend the Media
Expo Awards night on February 23 or watch the live
streamed event. Good luck to all entrants!
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Library NewsLibrary News



Students of the Month 
6th Grade 5th Grade
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Alexandria Dodson

Tatum Smith

Brynlee Waters

 Christian Watkowski

Dorian Messick

Journei Miller

Sam Hafeli

Rachel Williams

Harper Schramm

Heidi Enterlein

Kaia James

Addison Chamberlain

Sammi Wallop

Sawyer Mills

Porscha Smith

Leonard Garcia-Ornelas

Elliott Murphy

Loralei Donoway

Fallon Raffensberger

Foster Raska

Carter Caudill

Josie Orr

Reagan Pettyjohn

Chase Bergey

River Jones

Vincent Nappi

Leah Hoffman

Liam Gesmundo

Summer Grande

Alyssa Frantz

Camden Church

Desi Turner



BREAKFASTBREAKFAST
Breakfast is free to ALL students and it will be served daily in the classrooms.
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The cost of lunch is $2.45 if you do not qualify for Free or Reduced Meals. 
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LL
UU
NN
CC
HH You can check My School Bucks to

see what your child is buying for
lunch! It's important for children to
eat their lunch before enjoying ice

cream or treats.



Atención: ¡Se  Habla Español! 
We Speak Spanish!  

 
 
 
 

Los Padres de los estudiantes de inglés/Parents of English learners
 

Atención: ¡Se Habla Español! We Speak Spanish! 
Con solo un click Usted puede ver esta página en español!   Si Usted hace click ahí, nuestra

página estará en español. Si tu haces un click a este link automaticamente verás la página en
español. Ahora todas las páginas estarán en español. Ole! 

 
Attention: ¡Se Habla Español! We Speak Spanish!

With one click you can view our entire website in Spanish! Click on the language drop down
button at top left area of the website and then choose Spanish.  If you click on this link it will
automatically transform our website into Spanish. Once it is in Spanish, any link you click from

there will also be in Spanish.  Ole!
 

Para las Familias
colorincolorado.org

 
En su calidad de padre, usted dispone de muchas maneras para poder ayudar a su hijo a

triunfar cada día.Los siguientes recursos dirigidos a padres bilingües le ofrecen consejos para
ayudar a su niño a aprender a leer, tener éxito en la escuela y aprender un nuevo idioma.

También le dan información sobre el sistema escolar de Estados Unidos y le comparten ideas
sobre cómo desarrollar una relación con el maestro y la escuela de su hijo. Además, usted

puede encontrar divertidos consejos y juegos, listas bilingües, ideas para el uso de la biblioteca
pública y videos de autores e ilustradores de libros infantiles y músicos que tocan canciones

para niños. A continuación los recursos se organizan por temas. Por favor vaya a
colorincolorado.org para mas informacion. A continuación, en la lista de recursos (Resources),

haga click en el icono siguiente:
 

Apoyo sustancial provisto por nuestro colaborador fundador, la Federación Americana de
Maestros, AFL-CIO. Con el apoyo generoso provisto por la Asociación Nacional de Educación.

 
For the Families

colorincolorado.org
 

As a parent, there are many ways that you can help your child succeed every single day! These
bilingual parent resources offer tips on helping your child learn to read, succeed in school, and

learn a new language. They also provide information about the U.S. school system and share
ideas on how to build a relationship with your child’s teacher and school.

In addition, you can find fun reading tips and games, bilingual booklists, ideas for using the
public library, and videos of children’s authors, illustrators, and musicians. Resources are

organized by topic. Please go to colorincolorado.org for more information.  Then in the Resoures
list, click on the following icon:
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https://www.colorincolorado.org/
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